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1
KINEMATIC FIXTURE FOR TRANSPARENT
PART METROLOGY

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention generally relates to optical apparatus for
fixturing in optical metrology applications and more par-
ticularly relates to a kinematic fixture apparatus for support-
ing thin transparent surfaces of variable shapes and curva-
tures.

BACKGROUND

Techniques for fixturing and measuring optical compo-
nents that have substantially flat or planar surfaces are well
known to those skilled in the optical metrology arts. How-
ever, many of the same fixturing techniques used for metrol-
ogy with flat components can be unsuitable for mounting
and measurement of thinner parts that have non-planar
surfaces. Thin glass parts, for example, such as those
designed for use in hand-held electronic devices and other
apparatus, are often molded or otherwise shaped to have
non-planar, three-dimensional shapes that are better suited to
the contour of the device than are flat shapes. Tolerances for
such parts can be demanding, depending upon the particular
application. It can be difficult to properly position a curved
part in a fixture for optical testing and measurement, without
causing some measure of overconstraint that can distort the
measured part and thus compromise any measurements
made or can even potentially damage the component.

Problems with component fixturing can be compounded
with the use of automated testing systems. There can be little
tolerance for error in proper positioning of the curved part
within the fixture for measurement or for inadvertent move-
ment of the part during translation of the fixture itself.
Further, conventional fixtures are formed from metal or
other stiff material that is opaque, limiting the light source
options for the metrology system.

Repeatability of placement, so that the part being mea-
sured seats in only one position within the fixture, is
particularly useful for providing smooth, efficient workflow
in parts metrology. Achieving repeatability for positioning
of' thin, non-planar components can be particularly challeng-
ing, particularly where there is minimal tolerance for posi-
tioning errors.

In parts fixturing for metrology, it is generally necessary
to constrain movement of the part from translation along any
of the orthogonal x, y, and z axes as well as from rotation
about any axis (0x or “pitch”, 0y or “roll”, 6z or “yaw”).
Conventional clamp or vacuum holding techniques may
hold the part in position, but are characterized by overcon-
straint and present the risk of distorting the measured part in
some way, leading to inaccurate measurement. Overcon-
straint problems in fixturing can be further compounded by
thermal conditions.

Thus, it can be seen that there is a need for a method and
apparatus for improved optical component fixturing, par-
ticularly for parts that exhibit some degree of curvature.

SUMMARY

It is an object of the present invention to advance the art
of fixturing for optical component metrology. With this
object in mind, the present invention provides a fixture
apparatus for positioning an optical component, the appa-
ratus comprising:

a transparent base;
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2

an adjustment plate that is formed from a transparent
material and is kinematically coupled to the base;

a plurality of support posts that extend from the adjust-
ment plate for seating the optical component;

and

a plurality of alignment elements that extend from the
transparent base for aligning one or more edges of the
optical component seated on the support posts.

A feature of the present invention is the use of kinematic
design to help mechanically isolate structures that support
the optical component from the mounting base of the fixture.

An advantage of the present invention is the capability to
support positioning of thin optical components having a
curved profile using kinematic constraint techniques.

Another advantage of the present invention is its capa-

bility for repeatability in parts placement, providing as
few as six contact points, three for support of the
curved surface and three for registering edges of the
part. The apparatus of the present invention also has
particular advantages for metrology of transparent
parts, allowing light to be directed to the part through
the fixture itself.

Other desirable objectives, features, and advantages of the
disclosed invention may occur or become apparent to those
skilled in the art. The invention is defined by the appended
claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a fixture apparatus
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view, in perspective of the
fixture apparatus.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view, in perspective of the
fixture apparatus, from a different angle.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view, from the bottom, of the
fixture apparatus.

FIG. 5 is a top view of the fixture apparatus, without the
mounted optical component.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Figures shown and described herein are provided in order
to illustrate key principles of operation and fabrication for an
optical apparatus according to various embodiments and a
number of these figures are not drawn with intent to show
actual size or scale. Some exaggeration may be necessary in
order to emphasize basic structural relationships or prin-
ciples of operation. For example, some coplanar structures
may be shown slightly offset from each other in views where
these structures overlap.

Where they are used in the present disclosure, the terms
“first”, “second”, and so on, do not necessarily denote any
ordinal or priority relation, but are used for more clearly
distinguishing one element or time interval from another.
There are not fixed “first” or “second” elements in what is
taught herein; these descriptors are merely used to clearly
distinguish one element from another similar element in the
context of the present disclosure, such as in the order in
which like parts are referenced.

In the context of the present disclosure, the term “trans-
parent” means transmissive to visible light at least over a
range from about 400 to about 750 nm, preferably over a
broader range that includes additional portions of the ultra-
violet (UV) or infrared (IR) spectrum. Transmissive means
exhibiting transmission of at least about 70% of light
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incident over the range; more preferably, transmission
exceeds 90% of incident light.

In the context of the present disclosure, the term “kine-
matic coupling” relates to the type of coupling method that
is used for one or more components. Conventional mechani-
cal coupling methods can alternately be used for apparatus
assembly. In the context of the present disclosure, the term
“single-point contact” has its conventional meaning as
would be clear to one skilled in the mechanical arts.

In the context of the present disclosure, a curved surface
is considered to be a surface that has a radius of curvature
that is less than about 10 meters. A planar surface has a
radius in excess of about 10 meters. Embodiments of the
present invention provide apparatus and methods for fixtur-
ing an optical component having either a planar or curved
surface, including curved surfaces having a radius of cur-
vature that is well within 100 cm, for example.

Apparatus and methods of embodiments of the present
invention help to provide fixturing for optical components
that may have a range of possible shapes and curvatures. By
way of example, the perspective view of FIG. 1 shows a
transparent optical component 10, represented as a thin,
slightly curved glass plate, seated within a fixture apparatus
20 according to an embodiment of the present invention.
Fixture apparatus 20 has a base 22 that is transparent and
that is featured for mounting within an optical metrology
system (not shown), such as using mounting bolts 24. An
adjustment plate 30, also formed from a transparent mate-
rial, is kinematically coupled to base 22, providing support
posts 32a, 32b, and 32¢ that seat optical component 10.
Alignment elements 26a, 265, and 26¢ extend from trans-
parent base 22 to align edges 12a and 1256 of optical
component 10 once it is seated in fixture apparatus 20.

As can be seen from the perspective view of FIG. 1,
components coupled to and supported from base 22 present
a pattern of constraints for each of the six degrees of
freedom (DOF), as shown by the orthogonal axes in FIG. 1.
With this constraint pattern, optical component 10 can be
positioned accurately and repeatably in fixture apparatus 20
and can be maintained in its proper position without the need
for a clamp or vacuum or other overconstraining device or
force.

The perspective view of FIG. 1 and cross-sectional view
of FIG. 2 show details of the kinematic mounting that is
provided for adjustment plate 30 and that allows plate 30 to
be tilted to an appropriate angle for the contour of the optical
component 10 that is to be measured. Adjustment plate 30 is
approximately triangular in the embodiment shown, but
could have any other suitable shape. Three adjustable sup-
porting elements 34a, 345, 34¢ are provided for obtaining
the needed angle for adjustment plate 30. Because three
points in space define a plane, the height of each supporting
element 34a, 34b, and 34c¢ defines the corresponding incli-
nation of the plane that is parallel to surfaces of adjustment
plate 30.

Each of the three edge alignment elements 26a, 265, and
26¢ provides a single-point contact along a corresponding
edge of optical component 10.

As FIG. 2 shows more clearly, a loading element such as
a compression spring 40 on a shoulder screw 42 provides a
loading force L that forces a lower surface 38 of adjustment
plate 30 against a shelf 36 in each of adjustable supporting
elements 34a, 34b, and 34¢ (element 34¢ shown sectioned in
FIG. 2). Loading force L from spring 40 or other type of
loading element is chosen to be sufficient for providing a
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loading force to adjustable supporting elements 34a, 345,
and 34c¢ without causing perceptible distortion to adjustment
plate 30.

As FIGS. 2, 3, and 4 show, each of adjustable supporting
elements 34a, 345, and 34c¢ terminates in a rounded shaft
that forms a ball end 44. Each ball end 44 seats in a v-shaped
groove or v-groove 48 as a kinematic coupling. Consistent
with an embodiment of the present invention, the intersec-
tion lines at the bottom of each v-groove 48, when extended,
intersect at or near the central axis of shoulder screw 42.

Support posts 32a, 32b, and 32¢ provide three-point
contact against the surface of the optical component 10 that
is to be measured. Consistent with one embodiment of the
present invention, support posts 324, 325, and 32¢ are of the
same length, but can be of different lengths in an alternate
embodiment. At each adjustable supporting element 34a,
34b, and 34c, an actuator 46 is provided for making the
corresponding height adjustment. Actuators 46 can be
micrometer-type actuators, allowing fine axial motion
response to the adjustment setting or any other suitable type
of actuator for making a vertical adjustment.

As is shown most clearly in FIGS. 3 and 5, each of the
edge alignment elements 26a, 265, and 26¢ provides single-
point contact that helps to position optical component 10
repeatably, without ambiguity. In addition, in combination
with support posts 32a, 325, and 32¢, alignment elements
26a, 26b, and 26¢ help to prevent any shift or movement of
optical component 10 during handling or transport within
the test fixture. To approximate ideal point contact that
minimizes parasitic constraint forces, sides of alignment
elements 264, 265, and 26¢ are angled in horizontal cross-
section, featured to provide contact against edges 12a and
125 over a very small area. As shown in FIGS. 3 and 5, each
of alignment elements 26a, 265, and 26¢ is further featured
with an optional target 50 that is used as a positional
reference by the optical metrology apparatus.

Fixture apparatus 20 has a number of features that help for
fixturing optical components having curved surfaces. As is
shown in the cross section of alignment element 26a in FIG.
3, an optional dowel pin 52 and a screw 54 are used to lock
the edge alignment elements more rigidly into position
relative to base 22.

Advantageously, fixture apparatus 20 employs gravity for
supporting optical component 10. The top surfaces 56 of one
or more support posts 32a, 325, and 32¢ may be rounded,
flattened, roughened, coated, or otherwise treated in order to
provide a desired amount of friction at the contact interface
with the supported surface of optical component 10.

Adjustments to adjustment plate 30 enable settings such
as tip, tilt, and elevation to be set up so that these settings are
suitable for the shape of the parts to be measured. Once
adjusted for a particular part, fixture apparatus 20 can be
used repeatedly to provide precision positioning. An inter-
ferometric laser that is used with the optical measuring
instrument (not shown) can be used to check the vertical
location of each of support posts 324, 325, and 32¢, and to
help determine whether or not the setting is level or tilted
relative to an axis.

Transparency of base 22 and of adjustment plate 30
enable light to be directed toward optical component 10
from below during the measurement process. This can be
advantageous for measuring the overall shape of the part, for
example, or for measuring translucency or other character-
istics of the optical component 10. Coatings of various types
could alternately be applied to the surfaces of base 22 and
adjustment plate 30, such as anti-reflection (AR) coatings,
for example.
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Fixture apparatus 20 can be formed from suitable mate-
rials of any of a number of types. Base 22 and adjustment
plate 30 can be glass, such as a machinable glass, or
polycarbonate, or other suitable natural or synthetic material
having the necessary transparency characteristics. Using
very small surface-contact areas on adjustment plate 30
helps to further isolate plate 30 from base 22 where heat may
be a factor.

The loading force denoted L in FIG. 2 can be provided by
a spring 40 as shown or could be provided using a flexure or
some other loading element or force.

The invention has been described in detail with particular
reference to certain preferred embodiments thereof, but it
will be understood that variations and modifications can be
effected within the scope of the invention as described
above, and as noted in the appended claims, by a person of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope of
the invention. The invention is defined by the claims.

Thus, what is provided is a fixture apparatus for position-
ing an optical component.

The invention claimed is:

1. A fixture apparatus for positioning an optical compo-
nent, the apparatus comprising:

a transparent base having opposing top and bottom sur-

faces;

an adjustment plate, having opposing top and bottom
surfaces, that is formed from a transparent material and
is kinematically coupled to the base such that the
bottom surface of the adjustment plate faces the top
surface of the base;

a plurality of support posts that extend from the top
surface of the adjustment plate for seating the optical
component;

a plurality of alignment elements that extend from the top
surface of the transparent base for aligning one or more
edges of the optical component by contacting the
optical component seated on the support posts; and

a spring that directs a loading force against the adjustment
plate.

2. The fixture apparatus of claim 1 wherein the adjustment
plate is kinematically coupled to the base using first, second,
and third adjustable supporting elements that extend from
the base.

3. The fixture apparatus of claim 2 wherein at least one of
the adjustable supporting elements has an actuator.

4. The fixture apparatus of claim 1 wherein the adjustment
plate is kinematically coupled to the base by a plurality of
adjustable supporting elements that extend from the base
and wherein each of the plurality of adjustable supporting
elements terminates at a rounded feature that seats against a
corresponding v-groove formed in the transparent base.

5. The fixture apparatus of claim 1 wherein the adjustment
plate is formed from a polycarbonate plastic material.

6. The fixture apparatus of claim 1 wherein at least one of
the adjustment plate and base are glass.
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7. The fixture apparatus of claim 1 wherein the plurality
of support posts provide three-point contact for seating the
optical component.

8. The fixture apparatus of claim 1 wherein each align-
ment element in the plurality of alignment elements provides
single-point contact for an edge of the optical component.

9. A fixture apparatus for positioning an optical compo-
nent, the apparatus comprising:

a transparent base having opposing top and bottom sur-

faces;
an adjustment plate, having opposing top and bottom
surfaces, that is formed from a transparent material and
is kinematically coupled to the base by first, second,
and third adjustable supporting elements that extend
from the base such that the bottom surface of the
adjustment plate faces the top surface of the base;

first, second, and third support posts that extend from the
top surface of the adjustment plate for seating the
optical component;

first, second, and third edge alignment elements that

extend from the top surface of the transparent base for
aligning one or more edges of the optical component by
contacting the optical component; and

a spring that directs a loading force against the adjustment

plate.

10. The fixture apparatus of claim 9 wherein at least one
of the adjustable supporting elements terminates at a
rounded feature that seats against a corresponding v-groove
formed in the transparent base.

11. The fixture apparatus of claim 9 wherein the adjust-
ment plate is formed from a polycarbonate plastic material.

12. The fixture apparatus of claim 9 wherein at least one
of the first, second, and third edge alignment elements
further comprises a target used by a testing apparatus.

13. A method for positioning an optical component using
the comprising: providing the fixture apparatus of claim 1;
seating plurality of alignment elements; and

coupling the transparent adjustment plate kinematically to

the transparent base by providing a loading force that
forces the adjustment plate against a plurality of adjust-
able supporting elements that extend from the base,
wherein the loading force is provided via the spring.

14. The method of claim 13 wherein the plurality of
supporting elements comprise at least first, second, and third
adjustable supporting elements that extend from the base.

15. The method of claim 13 wherein the plurality of
supporting elements are adjustable to tilt the adjustment
plate relative to the base.

16. The fixture apparatus of claim 1 wherein the plurality
of support posts extend from the top surface of the adjust-
ment plate in a perpendicular orientation.

17. The fixture apparatus of claim 1 wherein the plurality
of alignment elements directly contact the optical compo-
nent seated on the support posts.
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